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The Refugee Advisory Board Germany calls on the federal government and the Lander
to stop all deportations to Afghanistan.

Since forced returns resumed in August 2024, they have developed from an exceptional
measure into an increasingly regular and expanding policy. By 28 July 2026, at least 232
people had been deported from Germany to Afghanistan: 28 under the previous Federal

Government and 204 since the current government took office in May 2025.

1. The conditions for safe, lawful and accountable returns do not exist

Afghanistan remains under the control of the Taliban, whose de facto government
Germany does not recognise as the legitimate government of the country. Taliban rule
has been marked by systematic human-rights violations, arbitrary detention, repression
of dissent and the absence of effective rule-of-law safeguards, with some groups facing
particularly severe forms of persecution. The German Embassy in Kabul is closed;
Germany cannot provide consular assistance on the ground; and access to reliable and
independent information about returnees remains severely constrained. UNHCR
continues to call on states to suspend forcible returns, while the UN Human Rights

Office has also documented torture, ill-treatment, arbitrary detention and threats
against people forcibly returned to Afghanistan.

2. Public safety does not override fundamental rights

RAB Germany recognises the responsibility of the state to uphold public safety and
enforce the law. Those responsibilities must, however, be exercised within Germany’s
constitutional, European and international human-rights obligations.

A criminal conviction, a rejected asylum claim or obligation to leave the country does
not remove a person’s right to protection under European and international law. Article
3 of the European Convention on Human Rights, Articles 4 and 19(2) of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights, Article 78 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

and the principle of non-refoulement under the 1951 Refugee Convention all place
limits on removal where a person would face serious harm. In particular, the prohibition
on returning a person to a real risk of torture or inhuman or degrading treatment is
absolute. Criminal conduct should be addressed through the criminal-justice system.
Deportation must not become an additional punishment that exposes a person to
foreseeable harm.
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The expansion of deportations beyond people with criminal convictions also shows how
an exceptional policy can become normalised. Afghan communities must not be
collectively associated with criminality or made to bear the fear, stigma and insecurity
created by an increasingly broad return policy.

3. Safeguards cannot make an unworkable policy acceptable

Individual risk assessments, access to legal advice, adequate notice and effective
judicial review remain indispensable. They must not be used, however, to suggest that
deportations to Afghanistan can be made acceptable through procedural adjustments
alone.

Meaningful protection assessments depend on reliable country-of-origin information
and credible post-return monitoring. Both are severely limited. Where the state cannot
demonstrate that a person will remain safe after return, the appropriate response is not
to lower the standard of protection, but to stop the deportation.

4. Cooperation with the Taliban has political consequences

Deportations require operational cooperation with the Taliban, including identity
verification, travel documentation and arrangements for admission. Describing these
contacts as purely technical does not remove their political effect. The Taliban can use
such engagement to present themselves domestically and internationally as legitimate
interlocutors, despite continuing systematic repression, particularly against women
and girls.

Any contact with Taliban representatives must therefore be transparent, strictly limited,
subject to parliamentary scrutiny and governed by robust safeguards for personal data.

Migration enforcement must not contribute to the political normalisation of a repressive
and unrecognised regime responsible for systematic human rights violations.

5. RAB Germany calls forimmediate action
RAB Germany calls on the federal government and the Lander to:

e stop all deportations to Afghanistan;

e refrain from any further expansion of the groups targeted for removal;

e ensure effective legal protection and review in every pending case;

e disclose the scope, criteria and safeguards governing cooperation with Taliban
representatives;

e prioritise lawful residence solutions for Afghans with protection needs, family
ties, long-term residence, employment, health concerns or other relevant
circumstances; and



e establish structured consultation with the Refugee Advisory Board Germany,

Afghan communities, refugee-led organisations and independent human-rights
actors.

This position does not deny the government’s responsibility to manage migration and
enforce returns. It calls for that responsibility to be exercised lawfully, transparently and
with full regard for the foreseeable consequences of state action on the individual’s life.

Within the scope of its advisory mandate, RAB Germany remains committed to
contributing the expertise and perspectives of its members to policy discussions
concerning refugees and other forcibly displaced people. We call for an approach to
Afghanistan that is lawful, protection-focused and grounded in human rights.
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